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Completed Public Mural - 2024
Pedal Toward the Future by Patrick Hershberger



Site and Selection Agreement
16 E Michigan Ave, Galesburg, MI 49053 Catering By GMC (Great Meal Company) generously 

provided a site that is highly visible to motorists, bicyclists 
and pedestrians. The site is near the Kalamazoo River 
Valley Trail and sits in the heart of downtown Galesburg, 
Michigan.



Artist’s Concept
Pedal Towards the Future 
Approximately 50’ x 27’

“I grew up in Augusta, riding my bike and often exploring the trails of Fort Custer Recreation Area.  Bringing such a 
large and highly visible mural to downtown Galesburg so close to the former Billy's Bike Shop is especially exciting,” 
said Patrick Hershberger, whose public art appear on buildings in Kalamazoo under the artistic name Bonus Saves.  
"The design pays homage to Billy, whose shop helped put many kids on bikes."



Artist’s Process
Proposal through Completion

In 2024, Gobonussaves, LLC submitted a proposal in response to a public Request For 
Proposal issued by Bike Friendly Kalamazoo (BFK).  Designs recommended by BFK’s Art 
Committee and BFK’s board liaisons were presented to the site owners.  Artist Patrick 
Hershberger’s concept was selected by the site owner. The artist repaired, managed and 
executed the large exterior mural (50’ x 27’). Hershberger cleaned and prepped the wall 
to ensure longevity and stability of the material used. Belton Molotow spray paint, Nova 
Color acrylics and Valspar Exterior acrylic paint  were used. Photo credit:  Shelly Kehrle-Sulser



The public got a chance to meet artist 
Patrick Hershberger and view an exhibit 
showcasing progress on the public mural 
on September 21 during BFK’s 2024 Fall 
Bike Celebration Weekend.  

The lovely outdoor venue was made 
possible by Apple Knockers Ice Cream 
Parlor.



Community Paint Session
Saturday, September 28th from 1-4PM

The community came out on September 28th in the afternoon, working with Hershberger to 
complete the mural. “This is the most exciting thing for this city,” said Galesburg Mayor Linda 
Marble as she participated in Saturday’s community paint session. “This is just really an exciting 
thing to help decorate our town and make it look so pretty and at the same time, just cherish 
Billy (Gillespie’s) life, his love of bicycles, and bicyclists. 

Battle Creek Shopper News, Vol.135 No. 5 Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024.By Shelly Kehrle-Sulser, Pages 1-8

https://www.thebattlecreekshopper.com/


Media Coverage

Climax Crescent Shopper News

WWMT NEWS 3

Arc West Michigan

WWMT News 3 MLIVE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10dWTxU-25lOAE-4FFsvjmJY22o5ZY33D/view?usp=sharing
https://www.thebattlecreekshopper.com/
https://wwmt.com/news/local/galesburg-community-paints-mural-celebrate-bicycling-promote-safety-patrick-hershberger-billys-bike-shop-art-michigan-avenue
https://arcwestmichigan.com/news/local/galesburg-community-painting-session-mural-patrick-hershberger-artists-art-entertainment-bike-friendly-kalamazoo-county-west-michigan
https://arcwestmichigan.com/news/local/galesburg-community-painting-session-mural-patrick-hershberger-artists-art-entertainment-bike-friendly-kalamazoo-county-west-michigan
https://arcwestmichigan.com/news/local/galesburg-community-painting-session-mural-patrick-hershberger-artists-art-entertainment-bike-friendly-kalamazoo-county-west-michigan
https://wwmt.com/news/local/galesburg-community-painting-session-mural-patrick-hershberger-artists-art-entertainment-bike-friendly-kalamazoo-county-west-michigan
https://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/2024/09/learn-where-kalamazoo-countys-new-1000-foot-mural-will-appear.html


Media Quotes

Tammy and Jerry Vander-Weele, owners of the mural site, embraced the 
Galesburg-Augusta graduate’s mural design. “We fell in love with the artist’s 
design immediately. The mural is vibrant and heart-warming at the same time. 
It’s great to think that so many people will get to enjoy public art on the side of 
one of the oldest buildings in Galesburg. We are really happy about being able 
to give back to the community this way. Thousands of motorists and people 
bicycle and walk by, pass by, and will be able to experience the mural every 
day,” observed the VanderWeeles.
- Climax Crescent, 112 Year, No. 38, September 20, 2024, by Bruce Rolfe

“This mural…there is a focus on bike safety and the joys of bicycling”, said 
Hershberger. “But I also wanted to…give a shout out to Billy from Billy’s Bike 
Shop. You can actually look right across the street at Billy’s Bikes. The sign is 
still there. He…. passed in 2023 but I and many other kids through adults 
bought and had bikes fixed, and we just interacted with him as a human for 
years.” 
-Battle Creek Shopper News, Vol 135 No.5 Thursday, October 3, 2024, by 
Shelly Kehrle-Sulser

“I really like to include people from the community to create a sense of the 
experience and ownership of the piece that’s now going to live in this 
community for some time,” Hershberger said. “It feels good to watch people 
enjoying themselves and just to really participate in something that is 
unique to this space”
WWMT News Channel 3, Saturday, September 27, 2024, by Michael 
Abels/WWMT

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10dWTxU-25lOAE-4FFsvjmJY22o5ZY33D/view?usp=sharing
https://www.thebattlecreekshopper.com/
https://www.thebattlecreekshopper.com/
https://wwmt.com/news/local/galesburg-community-paints-mural-celebrate-bicycling-promote-safety-patrick-hershberger-billys-bike-shop-art-michigan-avenue
https://wwmt.com/news/local/galesburg-community-paints-mural-celebrate-bicycling-promote-safety-patrick-hershberger-billys-bike-shop-art-michigan-avenue


Patrick Hershberger is a public artist and illustrator 
from Kalamazoo, Michigan. His artwork explores local 
and historical themes through illustrative storytelling.  
Hershberger is a member of the Kalamazoo County 
Public Art Commission, the Kalamazoo Earth Day 
Planning Committee, and the Connecting 
Communities podcast.

GOBONUSSAVES.COM

IG: @gobonussaves

FB: Bonus Saves

https://www.gobonussaves.com/
https://www.instagram.com/gobonussaves
https://www.facebook.com/BonusSaves/


Bike Friendly Kalamazoo’s Public Mural Effort
Bike Friendly Kalamazoo’s public mural program began in 2022 as a way to enrich 
public spaces while encouraging bicycling and promoting public safety.  “Greater 
numbers of bicyclists on the roads is correlated with improvements in public 
safety,” observes Paul Selden, the non-profit’s founder.  “These joyful images will 
put a smile in the hearts of those passing by, improving the quality of life, if only 
for a moment.”  Selden hopes that seeing joyful images of bicyclists, “who could 
be family members, friends and neighbors,” will encourage motorists to slow 
down a bit and drive more carefully. 

Bike Friendly 
Kalamazoo Board 
Liaisons

- Bill Adams
- Tom Hohm
- Randy Schau
- Paul Selden

Bike Friendly Kalamazoo Art Committee
- Dustin Black: Modeshift Kalamazoo
- Amy O’Donnell Lueth: Maestro
- Patrick Jouppi*: Kalamazoo Public Library
- Judy Lemon: Galesburg Councilwoman
- Jared VanderWeele, AIA: Eckert Wordell

*Chair

Thank You!
This mural was produced under the auspices of Bike Friendly Kalamazoo, its 
citizen-led Art Committee and many generous corporate donors, foundations 
and Friends.  Special thanks to the Kalamazoo Community Foundation for it 
support of Bike Friendly Kalamazoo’s efforts to make the greater community 
even more bicycle friendly.


