
Southwest Michigan Region
NonmotorizedTransportation Plan 2020

Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and Van Buren Counties



NonmotorizedTransportation

ÅFacilities designed primarily for pedestrians and bicyclists 
Åpaved shoulders, bike lanes, shared use paths

ÅA connected regional system will help to:
Åincrease mobility choices

Årelieve traffic congestion 

Åreduce air pollution and fuel consumption

Åpromote physical activity and healthy lifestyles

Åimprove quality of life



SW MI NonmotorizedPlan

ÅProvide a region-wide vision for 
a connected system 

ÅEncourage dialogue and more 
coordinated planning 

ÅEnhance partnerships and 
increase communication



NonmotorizedFacilities in SW MI

Å568 miles of on-road  
(paved shoulders and bike lanes)

Å176 miles of off-road improved 
(paved, crushed fines)  

Å29 miles of off-road unimproved 
(gravel, dirt) 

ÅTotal 773 miles 

Photo courtesy of MDOT, Cindy 
Krupp

Photo courtesy of Friends of 
KalHaven Trail



Existing NonmotorizedFacilities
County On Road Off Road 

(Improved)
Off Road

(Unimproved)
Total

Berrien 90 17 5 112

Branch 29 5 1 35

Calhoun 107 40 1 148

Cass 54 2 0 56

Kalamazoo 201 75 9 285

St. Joseph 40 2 0 42

Van Buren 47 35 13 95

Total 568 176 29 773



Local Complete Streets Policies

ÅUnion Township (Branch County)

ÅBerrien Springs Village (Berrien County)

ÅSt. Joseph City (Berrien County)

ÅKalamazoo City (Kalamazoo County)

ÅPortage City (Kalamazoo County)

ÅKalamazoo County Board of Commissioners 

ÅRoad Commission of Kalamazoo County

ÅCity of South Haven (3P Plan for pedestrians, pedals and paddlers) 
(Van Buren County)

Michigan Complete Streets Coalition



National/State Significant Systems



National/State Significant Systems



Regional and Local Systems

ÅBattle Creek Linear Park - This shared-use path has more than 22 miles of paved 
pathway winding through wooded areas, open fields, parks, and commercial areas.

ÅKalamazoo River Valley Trail (KRVT) - The KRVT connects the Kal-Haven Trail, the 
Battle Creek Linear Park, and the Portage Bicentennial Linear Park. Currently, there 
are 22 miles complete.

ÅKal-Haven Trail - Kal-Haven Sesquicentennial State Park is a 34-mile crushed 
limestone/slag path connecting South Haven and Kalamazoo built on an abandoned 
railroad corridor. 

ÅVan Buren Trail - The Van Buren Trail State Park is a 14-mile dirt/gravel shared-use 
path that runs between Hartford and South Haven. 

ÅPortage BikwaySystem - This system currently has 21 miles of off-road paved trails 
and 41 miles of bicycle lanes. 

ÅCalhoun County Trailway- This will be 51 miles of trail across Calhoun County 
connecting Homer, Albion, Marshall, and Battle Creek. 



SOUTHWESTMICHIGANGAPANALYSISANDPRIORITIES



Plan Outreach

ÅBerrien County - Feb 6th 2019  - 101 people 

ÅCass County - June 5th 2019 ς23 people

ÅVan Buren County - June 11th 2019 - 17 people 

ÅCalhoun County - June 17th 2019 - 21 people 

ÅSt. Joseph County - June 18th 2019 - 16 people 

ÅBranch County - June 20th 2019  - 12 people 

ÅKalamazoo County - June 24th 2019 - 18 people 

Total:  208 participants

Photo courtesy of SWMPC 



Priorities by County ςBerrien County



Priorities by County ςBranch County



Priorities by County ςCalhoun County



Priorities by County ςCass County



Priorities by County ςKalamazoo County


