
ñMaking 

Connectionsò 
Local Bicycling 

Developments ï 2019 & 

Beyond 
KATS-BFK Community Event 

KRESA Main Campus 
May 15, 2019 

WELCOME! 



Agenda 

ÅWelcome & Overview 

ÅKATS Update 

ÅGO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

ÅRegional Bike Map Project 

ÅKRVT: Eastward to Battle Creek 

ÅConnecting People With a Bike 

Friendly Culture 

ÅProtected Bike Lanes & Beyond 

ÅQ&A 

 



Welcome and Overview 

Welcome, on behalf of your hosts 
 

BFK: Bike Friendly Kalamazoo 

 

KATS:  Kalamazoo Area Transportation 

Study 
 

 

A part of Kalamazoo Bike Week for many years 
 

Many topics & speakers 
 

Please hold questions until end 



Bike Friendly Kalamazoo 

Mission 

Helping to make our greater community 

even more bicycle friendly 
 

Since 2011: A network of volunteers 

throughout the Kalamazoo metropolitan 

planning organization 
 

Since 2018: a Michigan non-profit 

corporation ï ensure ongoing service 
 

Announcement: Now ï 501c3 status 

 

 

 



Introducing BFKôs Advisory 

Council 

Shaun Ballard 

Thom Brennan 

Joe Cekola 

John Dunlop 

Paul Guthrie 

Andrew Haan 

Libby Heiny-Cogswell 

Jon Hoadley  

Kathleen Hoyle 

Brandt Iden 

Roger Lepley 

John Lindenmayer 

Jim Mallery 

Sean McCann 

Sarah Moyer-Cayle  

Margaret O'Brien 

Scott Powers 

Dave Rachowicz 

Patricia Randall 

Julie Rogers 

Paul Runnels 

Brian Sanada 

Cara Smith 

Chris Tracy 

Don Ulsh  

Lewis Whalen 

Donna Whitcomb 



Agenda 

Å Welcome & Overview 

ÅKATS Update 

ïMegan Mickelson, Associate 

Planner, Kalamazoo Area 

Transportation Study 

 



KATS 
www.katsmpo.org  



Planning for Transportation  

u KATS provides funding to state and local agencies that 

plan to enhance and connect the pedestrian, greenway, 

road and transit facilities throughout the planning area 

for the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS). 



KATS Planning Area 



Projects KATS Helps Fund 

KRVT 

Metro Transit  

Sprinkle Rd. Roundabout 

Bike Facilities  



Be Involved!  

Learn about transportation related events and documents 

that you can be involved in on our Facebook page > 

www.facebook.com/Kalamazoo -Area-Transportation -Study-

206762346065960/  
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Agenda 

ÅWelcome & Overview 

ÅKATS Update 

ÅGO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

ïLibby Heiny-Cogswell, Supervisor, 

Oshtemo Charter Township 

 



GO! Green 
Oshtemo Plan 

ÅMaster Plan Update 
to coordinate 
parks, recreation, 
nonmotorized 
transportation, and 
conservation.  

ÅNonmotorized & 
Southwest Michigan 
Bikeway Plans 

 

 



GO! Green Oshtemo 
Plan 

ÅResident driven plan:  
 

ÅStudy Groups 
 

ÅKick-Off Meeting and 
2 Public Open Houses 
 

Å3 Public Hearings 
ÅNovember 13, 2018 
ÅJanuary 24, 2019 
ÅFebruary 12, 2019 

 

 



GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

Changing Demographics 
 

ÅPopulation expected to increase by 47% by 2040. 

ÅApproximately 21% of population will be 65 yrs 

and older by 2021. 

ÅMore than 13% of the population has a disability, 

and this number increases as the population 

ages. 



GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

Nonmotorized Network 
ÅRelatively new to Oshtemo Township - first 

nonmotorized  plan adopted in 2008, updated 

in 2012.  

ÅOshtemo currently has 17 miles of 

nonmotorized  facilities.  

ÅComplete Streets Policy adopted in 2018.  

ÅRegional Connections: Southwest Michigan 

Bikeway 

 



Guiding Principles: 
ÅHealth and Wellness 

ÅAccessible and Connected 

ÅConservation and Preservation 

ÅImprovements and Maintenance 

ÅPrioritization and Implementation  

ÅPartnerships and Relationships, e.g., w/ 

Kalamazoo Region Bike Route Committee 

GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 



GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

ÅGoals and Action Strategies: 
 

ÅDesigned for each component of the 
Plan, along with some collective goals 
that are overarching for the entirety 
of the Plan .  
 

ÅProvide guidance for short -term 
improvements, long -term concepts, 
and distant future ideas for parks, 
nonmotorized transportation, and 
conservation efforts .  





GO! Green 
Oshtemo Plan 

Nonmotorized 
Transportation:  

 

ÅEmphasis on increasing 
connectivity of residential 
neighborhoods to 
amenities.  
 

ÅProvide safe travel for all.  
 

ÅEnsure best practices are 
incorporated into all 
ordinances, policies, and 
plans. 



GO! Green         
Oshtemo Plan 

ÅParks and Recreation: 
 

ÅEmphasis on completing 
and maintaining existing 
parks. 
 

ÅDevelopment of new 
parks within focus areas.  
 

ÅProviding park experience 
and recreation 
opportunities that are 
accessible and diverse. 



GO! Green 
Oshtemo Plan 

ÅConservation: 
 

ÅEmphasis on protecting 
undeveloped open 
spaces. 
 

ÅWork towards a 
greenway network that 
connects people to 
nature.  
 

ÅContinue to enhance 
rural character.  



Current Nonmotorized Construction:  
 

ÅDrake Road Shared Use Pathð 6õ wide, 
under construction from West Main to 
Green Meadow Drive 

 

ÅPhase 2 ð 10õ wide, Green Meadow to 
Stadium Drive ð delayed due to Amtrak 
crossing 

GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 



Upcoming Priorities  

 

Stadium Drive Shared Use Path  

Å6õ wide on both sides of Stadium Drive  

Å11th Street to Quail Run Drive ð construction in 2020  

ÅQuail Run Drive to 8th Street ð expected in 2021 

GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 



GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

KL Avenue Shared Use Path 

 

Å 10õ wide path on north side of KL 

Avenue 

ÅDrake Road to Copper Beech Boulevard 



GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

9th Street Shared Use Path 

 

Å6õ wide on both sides of 9th Street  

ÅErie Street (south of Stadium Drive) to  

West Main Street  



GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

Off-Road Facilities  

ÅFruitbelt  Path is first priority  

ÅAT&T corridor  

Å9th Street (at Flesher Field Park) 
southwest to Texas Township 

  

 



GO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

ñWe believe that trails connect 

people with the outdoors, 

each other and our 

communities in very powerful 

ways.ñ 
    Rails to Trails President Ryan Chao    



Agenda 

ÅWelcome & Overview 

ÅKATS Update 

ÅGO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

ÅRegional Bike Map Project 

ïMarcy Hamilton, Deputy 

Executive Director/Senior 

Planner, Southwest Michigan 

Planning Council 



Regional Bike Map Project 



Non-Motorized Facilities 

ÅOn Road Facilities 

ïPaved Shoulder (4 foot minimum) 

ïBike Lane (5 foot minimum) 

ïShare the Road 

ïBike Routes 

 

ÅOff Road Facilities 

ïMulti-use Path (10 foot minimum)  
Åimproved ï paved or crushed fines 

ÅUnimproved (regional facility) ï gravel, dirt 

 



Scale ï 7 counties 

ÅTransportation Focus - MDOT 
Funded 



Existing Non Motorized Facilities  

ïAnalyze existing facilities, gaps, potential 
destinations and connections  

ïPrioritize regional connections/corridors 

 



Kalamazoo County 

ÅPriorities from last plan 

ïSchoolcraft to Vicksburg  

ïSprinkle Road 

ïLovers Lane 

ïKRVT connections 

ÅJune Meeting  

 



End Product 

ÅBuilds consensus for a connected 
non-motorized network  

ïwithin region and with neighboring 
regions  

ÅGuides MDOT's investments  

ÅAssists locals seeking grant funds 

 



Agenda 

ÅWelcome & Overview 

ÅKATS Update 

ÅGO! Green Oshtemo Plan 

ÅRegional Bike Map Project 

ÅKRVT: Eastward to Battle 

Creek 

ïDave Rachowicz, Director, 

Kalamazoo County Parks and 

Expo Center 

 



The Kalamazoo River Valley Trail 



Story of the KRV Trail 
2008     4.8 miles of Trail Open 

2010     7 Miles of Trail Open          50,251 Trail Uses 

2011     14 Miles of Trail Open     134,703 Trail Uses 

2012     14 Miles of Trail Open     155,740 Trail Uses 

2013     17 Miles of Trail Open     180,593 Trail Uses  

2014     17 Miles of  Trail Open    192,700 Trail Uses  

2015     22 Miles of Trail Open     228,580 Trail Uses 

2016    22 Miles of Trail Open     265,150 Trail Uses 

2017     22 Miles of Trail Open     307,575 Trail Uses 

2018     22 Miles of Trail Open     307,575 Trail Uses 

 

 



63% BIKING  1% INLINE SKATING  36% WALKING/RUNNING  

PRIMARY TRAIL ACTIVITY  

 

KALAMAZOO RIVER VALLEY TRAIL  

TRANSPORTATION  

PURPOSE OF TRAIL USE  

  

     TRAINING  

   RECREATION  

     EXERCISE 42% 

41% 

10% 

  7% 





A Community Wide Effort 

Citizens & Volunteers 

Parks Foundation of Kalamazoo County 

Friends of the Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway 

Businesses 

Foundations 

Private Donors 

Kalamazoo County Parks 

City of Kalamazoo 

Kalamazoo County Road Commission 

Kalamazoo Township 

City of Portage 

Comstock Township 

Michigan Department of Transportation 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

Other Local Units of Government & Partners 
 

 

 



A Private Public Partnership 



ÅAct as Grant Applicant (Act 51 Agency) for 

Federal, State, and Local Transportation Grants 

 

ÅAct as Grant Recipient for Federal, State, 

Transportation Grants 

 

ÅBid & Manage Construction Design Phase 

 

ÅOversee & Manage Construction Phase of Project 



ÅComplete Preliminary Planning for Trail Projects 

& Acquire Right-of-Way 
 

ÅPartner with Road Commission on Grant 

Applications, Grant Implementation, 

Construction Design, Construction Management 
 

ÅGrant Applicant & Recipient for MDNR Grants 
 

ÅOperate the Completed Trail Segments as Part of 

the KRV Trail County Park 



ÅCapital Campaign & Private Fundraising 

 

ÅGrant Applicant & Recipient for Private 

Foundation Grants 

 

ÅSupports KRV Trail Programs 

 

ÅParticipates in the planning, construction, 

and operation of the KRV Trail 



Seg 7A 
2.8 Miles 

Seg 7B 
4 Miles 

Seg 7A Budget 

MDOT ï TAP  $640,000 

MDNR ï Trust Fund $300,000 

Parks Foundation  $910,000   

Total Prelim Budget             $1,850,000 
 




