
Local Bicycling 

Developments ï 

2016 & Beyond 

KATS-BFK Community Event 

KRESA Main Campus 
May 18, 2016 

WELCOME! 



Agenda 

Å Welcome & Overview 

Å KATS Non-Motorized Plan / BFK Next Steps 

Å How Kalamazoo Township Planned & 

Funded Its Non-Motorized ñBreakthroughò 

Å Connecting Kalamazoo & Portage: 

 The ñGreen & Bluewayò Project 

Å New Bike Lanes, Routes and Sharrows ï 

 Whatôs Popping Up In Kalamazoo 

Å Eliason Nature Reserve Trail:   

 A Path for Many Users 

Å Mountain Biking Hits the Trail in the 

Kalamazoo County Parks 

Å Being Bike-Friendly ï   

 Its Impact on Economic Development 

Å Q&A 

 



Welcome & Overview 

Welcome, on behalf of your hosts 
 

KATS:  Kalamazoo Area Transportation 

Study 
 

BFK: Bike Friendly Kalamazoo 
 

Welcome from David Warwick, Kalamazoo 

Bike Week Chair 
 

Many topics & speakers 
 

Please hold questions until end 



Agenda 

Å Welcome & Overview 

ÅKATS Non-Motorized Plan /  

 BFK Next Steps   

 - Megan Arndt / Paul Selden 

 



The MTP discusses the goals, 
investment decisions, policies, and 
priorities for the transportation 
system in the KATS Metropolitan 
Planning Area.  

Adopted on April 27, 2016 

¢ƘŜ bƻƴπƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
MTP contains information about 
ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ bƻƴπƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ as 
well as recommended projects for 
improving pedestrian and bicycle 
accessibility.  

Å Identify regionally significant 
projects 

Å Enhance cooperation and 
coordination between 
jurisdictions ŦƻǊ bƻƴπƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ 
facility development  

Å Address some challenges to 
bƻƴπƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ transportation 
facility development 







Relative Danger Index 



Agenda 

Å Welcome & Overview 

Å KATS Non-Motorized Plan / BFK Next Steps 

ÅHow Kalamazoo Township Planned & 

Funded Its Non-Motorized 

ñBreakthroughò    

 - Ron Reid 

 







¶ September 2014 ς Appoints Non-Motorized Steering Committee 

 

¶ September 2014 ς Adopts Land Use Master Plan Update 

 

¶ December 2014 ς Adopts Non-Motorized Transportation Plan 

 

¶ January 2015 ς Adopts 2015-2019 Parks & Recreation Plan 

 

¶ February 2015 ς Citizens Approve $9.75 Million Bonding Request 

  

¶ June 2015 ς Adopts Complete Streets Policy 

 

¶ August 2015 ς Adopts 2016-2021 Capital Improvement Plan  

 

¶ October 2015 ς Adopts Non-Motorized Transportation Plan Implementation 

Schedule 

 

¶ April 2016 ς Formalize Bike Routes (including routes sometimes  

known as bike boulevards) 
 



¶ Future ς  

o Bids are due on the sidewalk work later in May. 

o Explore options for taking advantage of opportunities to add bike 

lanes and mixed use paths that connect to existing trail ways. 

o Explore collaborative efforts with neighboring jurisdictions to 

provide seamless use of bikeways.  



Agenda 

Å Welcome & Overview 

Å KATS Non-Motorized Plan / BFK Next Steps 

Å How Kalamazoo Township Planned & Funded Its 

Non-Motorized ñBreakthroughò 

ÅConnecting Kalamazoo & Portage: 

 The ñGreen & Bluewayò Project 

 - Bill Rose 



Portage Creek Green & Blue Way 
ά! tŀǘƘ ǘƻ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέ 

Bill Rose, President & CEO 
Kalamazoo Nature Center 

- Green & Blue Way Subcommittee 
- Kalamazoo Climate Change Coalition 

- Southwest Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
 

Note: Jenn Wright, COO, presented for Bill Rose 

 



Portage Creek Greenway 
Vision Map 



Portage Creek Greenway Vision, Extended Map 



Tentative Timeline 

Å2016 Walnut to Lake 
(also east/west Harrison to Westnedge) 

Å2018 Blanche Hull Park 

Å2019 Harrison to Walnut 

 

Discussions ongoing with EPA & 
private land owners. 



Agenda 

Å Welcome & Overview 

Å KATS Non-Motorized Plan / BFK Next Steps 

Å How Kalamazoo Township Planned & Funded Its 

Non-Motorized ñBreakthroughò 

Å Connecting Kalamazoo & Portage:  The 

ñGreen & Bluewayò Project 

ÅNew Bike Lanes, Routes and 

Sharrows ï    

 Whatôs Popping Up In Kalamazoo

 - Rebekah Kik 



8G@S½R 

Popping Up in 

Kalamazoo: 

New bike 

lanes, routes 

and sharrows 

Rebekah Kik, City Planner 

May 18, 2016 
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Diet Goals 
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Removed excess 
capacity 

Use extra space for 
other purposes 

Create Bike Lanes 

Make sidewalks 
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.ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ŘƛŜǘΧ 
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Pedestrians:  Shorter 
Crossings, fewer lanes 

Bicyclists:  Striped 
space on road and 
slower speeds 

Motorists: Speeds (and 
collisions) drop, turn 
lanes ease left turns. 

Property Owners:  
increased housing 
value 

All:  Speeds (and thus, 
collisions) drop, more 
beautiful street t
Ǌ
ƻ
Ǉ
ƻ
ǎ
Ŝ
Ř
Χ

 



Permanent Signage 
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Also: E. Main: E Michigan Av - Nazareth Rd 
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Pedestrians:  Shorter 
Crossings, fewer lanes 

Bicyclists:  Striped 
space on road and 
slower speeds 
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KRVT Route 
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Thank You! 

Please participate 

Transportation Visioning Session 

Kalamazoo Public Library ï Van Duesen Room 

TODAY May 18 6pm to 8pm 
 

Presentations given at 6pm and 7pm 
 

Workshop is Open House format ï Drop in anytime 

 

 



Agenda 

Å Welcome & Overview 

Å KATS Non-Motorized Plan / BFK Next Steps 

Å How Kalamazoo Township Planned & Funded Its 

Non-Motorized ñBreakthroughò 

Å Connecting Kalamazoo & Portage:  

 The ñGreen & Bluewayò Project 

Å New Bike Lanes, Routes and Sharrows ï 

 Whatôs Popping Up In Kalamazoo 

ÅEliason Nature Reserve Trail:  

 A Path for Many Users  

 - Kendall Klingelsmith 



Eliason Nature 
Reserve 
City of Portage 

Kendall Klingelsmith - MPA, CPRP 
Director Parks, Recreation and Senior Citizen 
Services 
 



Eliason Nature Reserve 

ǐ123 acres donated to city in 2011 

ǐCity purchased additional 18 acres on Osterhout 
Ave. 

ǐDonation agreement requires passive recreation 
only 



Eliason Nature Reserve ɀ Phase I 
(in progress) 

ǐ 1.5 miles of paved trail from Osterhout to Portage Industrial Drive 


